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Walker Digital targets Microsoft, eBay and 98 others for patent

infringement
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Jay Walker, left, speaks with Stephen Bull, president of the Greater Danbury Chamber of Commerce, during the United Way
event at the Amber Room in Danbury, on Wednesday, April 21, 2010. Photo: ST, Michael Duffy / The News-Times | Buy This
Photo

Comments (0) 0 0 Stamford-based Walker Digital Management LLC said
A Larger | Smaller et Tuesday it has filed 15 lawsuits in a Delaware court
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52 Emall This is the unauthorized use of its intellectual property.
Font The companies being accused in the suit include
Microsoft, eBay, Amazon.com, Facebook, WalMart,
OTHER NEWS Groupon, Apple, Sony and Google. A Microsoft

spokesman declined to comment.

Jay Walker, Walker Digital's chairman, helped found
online travel giant priceline.com in 1998, which now has
a market value of more than $25 billion.

"A number of great companies can trace their genesis to
technology that was first developed at Walker Digital in
the mid-to-late 1990s," Walker said in a statement.
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The company said its inventions, which have generated
direct licensing revenues in excess of $200 million, are
protected by more than 400 issued and pending U.S. and
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foreign patents.

IP Navigation Group is acting as Walker Digital's
intellectual property adviser.

"This is a plain and simple case of some companies
taking advantage of the high costs and built-in delays of
the U.S. legal system with their refusal to negotiate," said
Erich Spangenberg, CEO of IPNav.

Attorney Paul Greeley, a patent attorney and partner in
Ohlandt Greeley and Perle, a Stamford law firm,
described Spangenberg as a "patent troll."

"He makes his money by enforcing patents," he said. "In
the past decade, people are seeing an opportunity to
enforce patents that haven't been commercialized. This
is big because Walker Digital has all sorts of patents."

Some companies do a better job than others in
investigating patent filings, Greeley said.

Walker Digital has a reputation for obtaining patents
that cover as much material as possible, said Mark
Nowotarski, president of Markets, Patents & Alliances in
Darien and holder of 17 patents.

"Walker Digital's patents are designed for withstanding litigation. When you're playing in this
league being sued is part of the licensing process," he said, estimating that 95 percent of patent

lawsuits are settled before a verdict is rendered.

=Y Printable Version [><] Email This

Add Your Comment

New to the site?

Share 0 0 tweet

Already a member?

To use commenting, you Please log in. (Forgot Password?)
need to sign up.
Email
( : )
_ Register
Password
(") Remember Me _SignIn
Hyatt Place

Earn Points & Save When You Stay at Hyatt Place. Book Today!

HyattPlace.Hyatt
Business Plan Only $349

Not a DIY, Free Marketing Review & Adv Fast Low Price &

BizCentralUSA.com

Ads by Yahoo!

© 2011 Hearst Communications Inc.
HE AR ST newspapers

http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/business/article/ Walker-Digit...

Stamford on 30 Rock. Sort of.

LATEST NEWS

Pregnant woman charged with making
sexual contact with 15-year-old boy in
Westport 04:02 p.m.

Stamford's Kappas celebrate fraternity's
100th birthday 03:38 p.m.

Fire damages bedroom of North
Stamford home 03:24 p.m.

Cops: Norwalk men and woman caught
with stolen copper 10:51 a.m.

Early morning Stamford police blotter
07:24 a.m.

4/15/11 3:37 PM



